
More detailed information about the events below will be
communicated through ParentMail.
 
EYFS
PE Day: Wednesday

17  & 18  March - Trip to Charisworth Farmth th

19th March - Disco 2.30pm (during school day)

Year 1
PE Days: Thursday and Friday

26  March - Phonics Check Meeting - 2.15 pm - Hallth

8  - 12  June - Phonics Screening Checkth th

Year 2
PE Days: Tuesday and Wednesday

13  March - Titanic Dress Up Dayth

19  & 20  March - Music Concert for parents 9.15amth th

13  May - Trip to Liberty’s Owl, Raptor & Reptile Centreth

Year 3
PE Days: Monday and Tuesday

3  June - Avon Tyrrell 2027 Parents’ Initial meeting -
online, 6pm 

rd

2  July - Fiver Challenge 2.15pm, School Hallnd

Year 4
PE Days: Thursday and Friday 

26  March - Avon Tyrrell Final Parents’ Meeting -
online, 6pm

th

22  - 24  April - Avon Tyrrell Residentialnd th

11  May - Bikeability sessions begin. th

1  - 12  June - Multiplication Checkst th

4  11  & 25  June - Swimming: Ferndown Leisure
Centre

th, th th

26  June - Transfer Dayth

2  July - Swimming at Ferndown Leisure Centrend

3  July - Fiver Challenge 2.15pm, School Hallrd

17  July - Leavers’ Assembly 10am, School Hall th

Whole School Dates
18  March - School Discos - see ParentMail for detailsth

27  March - Easter Church Services at St Mary’sth

27  March - Last Day of Term finish at 1.15pm or
3.05pm

th

15  April - Parents’ Evening th

18  June - Sports Morning th

29  June - INSET Dayth

9  July - Sports Morning (Reserve Date)th

15  July - Summer Service at St Mary’sth

17  July - Last Day of Term finish at 1.15pm or 3.05pmth

 
Part of the Southern Education Trust

Ferndown First School 

6th March 2026

Key Dates & Information

Message from
the Headteacher

Attendance
Whole School Attendance: 95.%
National: 94.6% Whole School target: 97%

WEEKLY UPDATE 

Well done to the members of our school council
who attended a community event at King’s Park
Care Home to celebrate a local community hero
Sarah Middleton, who is the lollipop lady for the
Ferndown Schools. 

This was a timely event as it is International
Women’s Day on the 8  March. School Council
performed a short poem and presented Sarah with
a card which children from across the school
contributed to, thanking her for keeping them safe
on their journey to and from school.

th

Sarah’s final day will be 17  July. We will arrange
something as a whole school to say thank you
later in the year. 

th

I wanted to give an update on our plans to develop
a quiet area of our playground and seating area
in memory of Betsy Badminton. I have
commissioned local artist, Kizzie B, to design and
install a large mural on the Year 2 brick wall
facing the playground. The mural will incorporate
things Betsy loved. Examples of Kizzie’s work can
be found at https://www.kizzibcreative.com/ 

We are also in the process of sourcing some high-
quality seating for this area with the generous
donations from parents. Mrs Lord has also secured
another £3500 from a successful ‘Big Bid’
application which will be put toward the project. 
I had wanted to put an area of artificial grass to
demarcate this area, but the quote is just too
expensive!

https://www.kizzibcreative.com/


We are pleased to announce that our move to
Arbor MIS has been successful. Adopting Arbor
will allow us to communicate with you more
efficiently and bring all core school data and

workflows into one system.

We are looking forward to inviting parents to log
into the app and will send further communication
about how to register during the last week of this
half term. Please look out for this information via

email and register your child when prompted.

We are hoping to use solely Arbor from 1
September 2026. Until then, all communication

will be via ParentMail as well as via Arbor.

st

Breakfast and After School club will be booked
via Arbor after the May half term. Further

details will be sent nearer the time.

Any queries please contact the school office.

The government has now released its new SEND
White Paper, and we want to reassure families

that nothing is changing immediately for children
with SEND or children with an Education and

Health Care Plan (EHCP). 

The proposals are still part of a consultation
process, and no changes are expected to come
into effect until 2029–2030 at the earliest. 

We’ll continue to keep you updated as more
information becomes available. In the meantime,
you can read some helpful parent information

leaflets here:

 Schools White Paper - What parents need to
know
 The Education Hub - Changes to the SEND
system

Part of the Southern Education Trust

Our Easter Church services will be held on
Friday 27  March this year, rather than

the usual Wednesday services.
th

EYFS and Year 1 – service starts at
9.15am

Years 2, 3 and 4 – service starts at
10.45am

Parent helpers would be much appreciated
and we will ask for these closer to the time.
Children who would usually wear their PE
uniform on a Friday (Year 1 and 4) should
wear their normal uniform instead on this

day.

White Paper 
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Important Information

Easter Church Services
We are aware that the ParentMail app has
been updated. Please ensure that you update
the app to ensure you are using the latest

version. 
If you have any issues with any aspect of the
new app, please let us know. Thank you very

much for your continued support.

ParentMail app update

 Please join us with your child for our Spring
Term Fun with Phonics sessions every Tuesday

after school from 3:10 – 3:40 pm.

Year  1 Fun with Phonics! 

Arbor 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/699c1171bfdab2546272c0cd/Parent_leaflet_-_What_parents_of_children_and_young_people_with_SEND_need_to_know.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/699c1171bfdab2546272c0cd/Parent_leaflet_-_What_parents_of_children_and_young_people_with_SEND_need_to_know.pdf
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2026/02/schools-white-paper-what-parents-need-to-know-about-changes-to-the-send-system/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2026/02/schools-white-paper-what-parents-need-to-know-about-changes-to-the-send-system/


Thank you to those that attended the PFA AGM this week. If you missed it but would still like to get
involved, please contact the office.

Mother’s Day Gift Shop - Thursday 12  Marchth

We will be holding a pop-up shop during the school day on Thursday 12  March for children to choose a gift for
someone special. 

th

All gift bags will contain the same quantity of items, but children can choose from a variety of colours and styles. 
Gift bags are now available to purchase via ParentMail.

 
School Discos - Wednesday 18  Marchth

Yr 1 & Yr 2 - 4pm to 4.50pm. Yr 3 & Yr 4 - 5 pm to 6 pm. £3 per child
If your Yr 2 child attends Football Club, arrangements can be made for them to go straight from Football to the

disco. 
A flyer with information and the payment item for tickets is available now via ParentMail.

EYFS Disco - Thursday 19  Marchth

The EYFS disco will be during the school day on 19  March. EYFS children can wear their disco clothes into school
instead of their uniform on this day. This is free of charge.

th
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Clubs & Activities

PFA News
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School led clubs run half-termly. Information for booking or registering your interest is via
ParentMail. Please contact the office if you have any queries.
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Community Noticeboard
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Term Dates


