10 July 2026

Ferndown First School
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Whole School Attendance: 94.9% ]

As we reach the end of another busy week, | would like to
thank all of our children, staff and families for their
continued support and enthusiasm.

One of the highlights of the week was today’s fabulous Year 3
African Music Concert. The children performed with
confidence, energy and great musical skill, sharing the
rhythms and songs they have been learning throughout the
term. It was wonderful to see them enjoying their performance
so much, and | know everyone in the audience was incredibly
proud of them. Thank you to the staff who supported the
event and to the families who joined us.

Unfortunately, the British summer weather had other ideas for
our Sports Day plans. While we were disappointed to cancel
the event, the safety and wellbeing of everyone must always
come first. | know many of you were also disappointed not to
see me making my annual appearance in a pair of shorts -
every cloud! The children have not quite finished all the indoor
activities, so we will anounce the winnning team next week.

As many of you know, this has been a challenging year for
our school community as we continue to remember Betsy.

We have been incredibly grateful for the kindness and support
shown by children, families and staff. The beautiful mural
created by local artist Kizzie, alongside the brilliant seating
area built by L. A. Kemble Interiors & Carpentry provides a
special place to celebrate and remember Betsy.

On Thursday at 3.15pm, we will hold a short gatheri |
playground to mark the completion of these tributes. We will

sing Betsy’s favourite song, When It’s a Sunny Day, and spend
a few moments in reflection. Families are warmly welcome to
join us.
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More detailed information about the
events below will be communicated
through Arbor.

EYFS
PE Day: Wednesday.

Year 1
PE Days: Thursday and Friday.
Library day: Wednesday

Year 2
PE Days: Tuesday and Wednesday
Library day: Thursday

Year 3
PE Days: Monday and Tuesday
Library day: Friday

e 13% July - Junior Duke Assembly,
9.15am, School Hall

Year 4

PE Days: Thursday and Friday
Library day: Wren - Monday, Lark -
Tuesday

e 13" July - Junior Duke Assembly,
9.15am, School Hall

o 17" July - Leavers’ Assembly 10am,
School Hall

Whole School Dates

e 15" July - Summer Service at St
Mary's

e 16™ July - Betsy celebration -
playground 3.15pm

e 17" July - Last Day of Term finish at
1.15pm or 3.05pm

\, y
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Children can keep a named sunhat at school for break times and outdoor activities. We would like
to reassure parents that we keep children inside during extreme heat.

We recommend that long-lasting, high-factor sun protection cream is applied to children before the
start of the school day. No suncream is to be brought into school. Staff are not able to apply
suncream.

Parents are asked to ensure their child always has a named water bottle in school so children can
refill these throughout the day. Please ensure these are filled with water. Squash is only permitted
for lunchtime and no fizzy drinks are allowed.Thank you.

Dear children,

A letter has been sent home to

Come rain or shine you wave and smile which
always makes me feel fine even when there’s
darkness in the sky.

parents advising the approximate cost
and requesting a £50 deposit to

secure your child’s place. Please note
that this non-refundable deposit must As you go up a year or even change from

be received by the school no later than school to school just want to send you a cheer
today, Friday 10 July. Thank you. and wish you all the best for another year.

I'll miss your happy faces, your chats and
your jokes, your endless questions and the
~
little waves from all your folks.
@ Traffic speeding too and fro, some are all just
strictly go go go!

~

Filming

When you cross the road, please stop and
take care,
Look both ways twice and always be aware.

We would like to invite Year 3 and 4
parents to a Junior Duke assembly on
Monday 13" July at 9.15am. Parents are
asked to access the hall through the staff You might see me out and about although not
entrance. All 10 challenges will need to be | know it's me without my high viz and my

completed by 8th July so that Lord has ﬁ stick.
time to prepare the certificates and

M F th tall to the ti Inr i
badges for the Junior Duke assembly. I"‘ rom the very tall to the tiny small I'm going

to miss you all!

Now it’s time for me to say goodbuye,
And | won't pretend it doesn’'t make me cry.

Sarah J Middleton
A

‘ ﬂ Part of the Southern Education Trust




We are looking forward to our Summer Services at St Mary's Church on @
Wednesday 15th July. T
‘EYFS and Year 1 - service starts at 9.15am B
‘Years 2, 3 and 4 - service starts at 10.45am
Parents, families and friends are welcome to join us at the services, but we must allow the
children into church first. The congregation are asked to wait in The Beacon or outside church
until the children are seated.

We would be grateful if any parent is available to help walk the children down to the church -
please speak to your child’s class teacher. Parents of those children attending the EYFS and Yr
1 service may wait in the playground; we will be leaving school just before 9am. Parents of
children in Yrs 2, 3 and 4 are asked to wait outside the main gate until the children are ready
to walk over to the church. We will be leaving school for the Yr 2, 3 & 4 service at approx.
10.20am. If you would prefer that your child does not attend the Summer Services, please

email the school office.
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Please can all school library books be returned to school as soon as possible so that we can
ensure that the library is fully stocked and ready to use for when we return to school in
September.

All school reading books should be brought back into school by the end of next week. Please
do use the local libraries over the summer break to continue your child’s love of reading.

Join the free 2026 Summer Reading Challenge: Read to the Beat at your local library

Your child (age 4-11) can join the Summer Reading Challenge this summer. It's fun, free
and helps keep up reading skills over the holidays!

Set a reading goal

Read whatever they like - books, eBooks, audiobooks, picture books, and more
Join in with library events

Earn stickers, rewards and even a certificate

It's a great way to boost confidence and make reading fun!
Read to the Beat is available from all Dorset libraries from 4 July.
For fun digital activities and book recommendations, take a look online:
summerreadingchallenge.org.uk



https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/

TUESDAY

WEDMESDAY

BookClub¥rs 3 & 4
12.45 Library
Mrs Errington

THURSDAY FRIDAY

Chess Club ¥rs 2-4
12 45pm Hall
Mr Watts

Ferndown First School After School Club. All Years. 3.05pm — 6pm

ChoirYrs3 & 4
12 45pm
Music Room
Mrs Charters

LivedTennis Karate Mr Higgins Football Art Bee
¥r=3—-4 Yrs2, 384 ¥rs2, 384 ¥rs1-—4
3.05pm — 4.05pm 3.05pm —4.15pm 3.05pm —4.15pm 3.05pm — 4.05pm
(External) (External) [External) [External)
High 5 Gymnastics
Years1—-4

¥rs1 &2 3.15—-4.15pm
¥rs3 E4: 415-515pm

(External)

SEPTEMBE
BOOKINGS
NOW OPEN

Swimming Lessons
For All Ages & Abilities

Venues across Bournemouth, Poole and Ferndown

Tndividuality

SWIMMING & FITNESS

01202031701

info@individualityswimmingandfitness.co.uk

@ THURSDAY 23° JULY - FRIDAY 28% AuGysT Al

Bookings are now open for the Summer Holidays!
Join us fr a sumener full of fun, friendship and adventure.

Chitdren aged 4-11 can enjay a variaty of activities inchuding
E arts and erafts, outdoor play, sports, Lego, cooking,

‘water play, 4

Monday - Thursday » Gam-Tpm -
* Sam-1pm (HAF sessions FREE) FREE with HAF
* Topup
A = Sam-Jpm -
) Bam-3pm for just £10 Top up just £10

? HAF PLACES
AVAILABLE

We're excited to support PP famies! @ Ages -1

“Youcan top up forjust £10 SRl ocded

o extend your day frem
Bam-3pm.

Inchedes a s meal and ,_m“":" =
 n pragrmens of e
welcarming ermironmert.

Part of the Southern Education Trust




Community Notice Board

¥ 6 hours of active play each day - perfect for burning
@nergy and staying engaged

" Stay active and healthy with lots of movement and
outdoor xercise
L Bulld determination and resilience threugh sport-based
challenges

o Afternoon matchplay - friendly competition ina
supportive environment
® All ability levels welcome - perfect for beginners or
those looking to improve

FROM 28™ JULY TO 27™ AUG 2026 -
9-3PM - £27 A DAY

DATES:
TUESDAYS:
28™ JULY/ 4™/11/18™ § 25™ AUGUST
THURSDAYS:
0™ JuLy/6™/13™ /20" & 27™ AUGUST

BEST == o,
START B oo
®INLIFE

[Music | Adventure

Schools
out!

mmer of tnl‘ing
ds an

eady for a sUMi
E;: things, makingd 'iner:
having fun experiences:

Sign up now

dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/haf-programme

Mr Higgins
Multi Sports

p—

500K YOUR CHILD'S PLACE TODAY
9 (1] UIIFminM»LE SUMMER Eg:l
FUN, FRIEI'DSHIPSM‘D ADVENTURE: .

Mr Higgins Multi Sports |
= Summer Holiday Club = k;__

@ Ferndown Leisure Centre

o

FUM IT-H. S

r Y r- = (! AM GAMES &
FUM-FILLED MAKE NEW {.1 m_“fv ; E;El.mskr.s?;
muLTI SPORTS Gy FRIEKDS  \F - MR

¢ e PE TEACHER WITH SAFE, FR

@ mowswerorassumes - @ SIS peence @ Eivionment

# BOOK NOW - PLACES ARE FILLING FAST! %

Sign up now
dorsetmuncil.gov.uklhuf-progrumrne

This summer, get ready for days packed with fun, laughter

and unforgettable experiences! Join us at our holiday clubs,
action-packed activities and fantastic fun days — there’s something
for everyone to enjoy.

Help with costs is available for eligible families. Visit Holiday activities
and food (HAF) programme - Dorset Council to find out more,

B a wide variety of sessions including sports,
.
musie, arts and crafts, cooking, drama, story
writing and much more

¥ lots of unique and exciting ex; riences to enjoy
with new friends SR °

B tasty meals at activities and tips f
eatwell from home ps for how yeu can

Furded by
Department
for Education

If you have any questions, contact us
holidayactivities@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
01305 221157




Summer Reading
Challenge 2026

Join FREE at your
| _local library!

.

T ENGLAND

?&. mre 2| Grtomer  Delivered in partnership with libraries
2028

summerreadingchallenge.org.uk

lllustrations & Harry Woodgate 2026. Bead to the Beat © The Reading Agency 2026, registered charity number 1085443 England and Wales



| Summer Term 2026

MAY 2026 JUNE 2026 JULY 2026 AUGUST 2026
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| Bank and Public Holidays 2025-2026 |
25 December 2025  Christmas Day 1 January 2026 New Year's Day & April 2026 Easter Monday 25 May 2026 Spring Bank Holiday
26 December 2025  Bowing Day 3 Apri 2026 Good Friday 4 May 2026 May Day Holiday 31 August 20286 August Bank Holiday
| Key |
‘ School Holidays. | ‘ Bank Holidays | | Staff Training Days | Last Day of Term |
Southern
Term Dates 2026-2027 Education
rust
Autumn Term 2026
SEPTEMBER 2026 OCTOBER 2026 NOVEMBER 2026 DECEMBER 2026
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Spring Term 2027
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Summer Term 2027
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25 December 2026  Christmas Day 1 lanuary 2027 Mew Year's Day 29 March 2027 Easter Monday 31 May 2027 Spring Bank Holiday
28 December 2026 Boxing Day 26 March 2027 Geod Friday 3 May 2027 May Day Holiday 30 August 2027 August Bank Holiday
g [ Key |
School Holidays | | Bank Holidays | | Staff Training Days | Last Day of Term |
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