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Dear Parents and Carers  

Thank you to parents of EYFS children that attended our 

workshops about how to support your child learning to read. Mrs 

Barnes led two fantastic sessions which explained how we are 

teaching early reading and how parents can support at home.  

Reading is one of the most important skills our children will ever 

learn, and the support they receive at home plays a huge part in 

helping them become confident, successful readers. Research 

shows that just 10 to 15 minutes of reading together each day 

can make a remarkable difference to a child's vocabulary, 

confidence, understanding and enjoyment of books. 

Reading together for a few minutes each day does so much more 

than improve literacy. Stories help children understand emotions, 

develop empathy and build the confidence to cope with everyday 

challenges. Reading also provides a calm and reassuring space 

where children can relax, unwind and talk about their thoughts and 

feelings, supporting their wellbeing and emotional development. 

At Ferndown First School, we encourage families to make reading 

a warm and positive part of daily life. Listening to your child read, 

sharing a favourite story, talking about characters and predictions, 

or even enjoying comics, magazines and audiobooks together all 

help to build a love of reading. Thank you for your continued 

support in helping your child develop this vital skill. 

Goodbye Mrs Munday  

Today is Mrs Munday’s last day with us as she leaves to spend more 

time with her family. Mrs Munday has been working as a TA for over 

twenty years! She has been a rock for the school supporting 

children’s learning, supporting children through her ELSA 

interventions as well as attending many of our Year 4 residentials 

and helping choir each week. Mrs Munday will be greatly missed 

by children and staff. I will miss the support she has shown me over 

the last few years as Headteacher. Mrs Munday is keen to remain 

part of the Ferndown First family and will be helping at events in 

the future.  

Next Friday, Mrs Munday will be joining us for a special assembly.  
 
Have a great weekend.    
Mr Watts                                                    
Headteacher    
  
                                                               
 

 

Key Dates 

Whole School  

• 5th Oct: Flu Immunisations  

• 16th Oct: School Photographs  

• 21st Oct: Parents’ Evening 

• 11th Dec: Christmas Jumper Day 

• 14th Dec: iRock Parent Concert 2.30pm 

• 16th Dec: St Mary’s Christmas Services  

• 24th Mar: St Mary’s Easter Services 

• 7th Jun: INSET DAY 

• 14th Jul: St Mary’s Summer Services 
 

EYFS:  PE Day - Wednesday 

• 8th Dec: Christmas Sing-along for parents at 
9.15am and 2.30pm 
 

Year1:  PE Days - Thursday & Friday 

• 1st Oct: Phonics Workshops for Y1 parents at 
08.45am and 2.30pm 

• 7th Oct: Postponed Blashford Trip for half of 
Y1 

• 1st & 2nd Dec: Trip to Museum of East Dorset 

• 10th Dec: Christmas Sing-along for parents at 
9.15am and 2.30pm 
 

Year 2:  PE Days - Tuesday & Thursday 

• 18th Mar: Music Concert for Parents 

• 19th Mar: Music Concert for Parents 
 

Year 3:  PE Days - Monday & Wednesday 

• 1st July: Fiver Challenge at 2.15pm 
 

Year 4:  PE Days - Tuesday & Friday 

• 30th Sept: Multiplication Check Meeting for 
parents – Online at 5.30pm      

• 26th Nov – Year 4 Show - Barrington Theatre at 
1.30pm        

• 2nd Jul:  Fiver Challenge at 2.15pm 

• 25th Jun: Transfer Day 

• 20th Jul: Leavers’ Assembly  
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Free School Meal Applications 

Thank you to all those families who have already completed their Free School Meals 

(FSM) application.  If you have not yet applied, it is imperative that all families submit 

an application, regardless of whether you think you may qualify. The process is quick 

and straightforward and can be completed online using the following link: 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/free-school-meals 

Even if you are unsure whether you meet the eligibility criteria, we strongly encourage you to 

apply. Every successful application helps secure valuable funding that directly benefits our pupils and 

enables us to continue providing a wide range of opportunities for children across the school.  Thank you 

for your support. 

 

Year 1 Phonics Workshops 

On Thursday 1st October, we will be holding two parent phonics workshops for Year 1 parents to explain 

how phonics continues to be taught in Year 1 and to provide information about the statutory Phonics 

Screening Check, which all Year 1 children complete in June.  During the meetings, we will share ways to 

support your child’s phonics development at home and help them build the knowledge and confidence 

they need to succeed.  One session will be held at 8.45am and one at 2.30pm and will be led by Mr Watts 

and Mrs Errington in Robin Classroom. Reading can have a huge impact on your child's future success in 

life and we urge you to come and join us if you can. Please come to the main office where you will be 

directed to Robin Classroom. Unfortunately, we are unable to accommodate pushchairs and young 

children in the session. You only need to book on one session.  For those unable to attend a session, we 

will put the information on Tapestry for you to read. 

Please use the following link to confirm your attendance - Year 1 Phonics Workshops - Thursday 1st 

October – Fill in form 

 

Private WhatsApp and Facebook Groups 

We are aware that many parents are members of private WhatsApp and Facebook groups linked to the 

school community, and we recognise that these can be a helpful way for families to share information 

and support one another. 

However, we kindly ask that any concerns, questions or issues relating to school matters are raised 

directly with the school rather than through social media platforms. While discussions in private groups 

may be well intentioned, they can sometimes lead to misunderstandings or the sharing of inaccurate 

information. 

If you have a concern, please contact the school office or speak to the appropriate member of staff. This 

enables us to investigate and address the matter appropriately, provide accurate information, and work 

with you to reach a resolution in a timely manner. 

We value open communication with our families and are always happy to help. Thank you for your 

support and cooperation in ensuring concerns are addressed through the correct channels. 

 

 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/free-school-meals
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/HZpVYit3DX
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/HZpVYit3DX
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Keep us Up to Date 

We would be grateful if you could take a few moments to review your child's details on 

Arbor and ensure all information is accurate and up to date.  Please check and update, 

where necessary consents and permissions, home address details, emergency contact names and 

telephone numbers, dietary requirements, medical information and any other additional information 

relating to your child.  Keeping this information current helps us ensure we can provide the best 

possible care and support for your child and contact you quickly if needed. Thank you 

 

Year 4 Production – ‘Ali Baba and The Bongo Bandits’ 

It has been an exciting week as we are starting to make plans for this year’s Year 4 Panto which 

take place at the Barrington Theatre, Ferndown at 1.30pm on Thursday 26th November.  On 

Thursday the Year 4 children were excited to find out that they will be going on an Arabian 

Adventure in the pantomime, ‘Ali Baba and the Bongo Bandits'.  More information and ticket 

details soon! 
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 LUNCHTIME AND AFTER-SCHOOL CLUBS TIMETABLE FROM SEPTEMBER 2026 
 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

LUNCHTIMES 

  Book Club 
Yrs 3 & 4 
12.45 
Library 
Mrs Errington 

 Chess Club 
Yrs 2-4 
12.45pm  
Hall 
Mr Watts 

    Choir  
Yrs 3 & 4 
12.45pm  
Music Room 
Mrs Charters 

AFTER SCHOOL 

Ferndown First Sch 
After School Club 
All Years 
3.05pm – 6pm 

Ferndown First Sch 
After School Club 
All Years 
3.05pm – 6pm 

Ferndown First Sch 
After School Club 
All Years 
3.05pm – 6pm 

Ferndown First Sch 
After School Club 
All Years 
3.05pm – 6pm 

Ferndown First Sch 
After School Club 
All Years 
3.05pm – 6pm 
 

Wellbeing Club 
Yrs 1-4 
3.05pm-4pm 

Karate  
Yrs 2, 3 & 4 
3.05pm – 4.15pm 
(External) 

Football with Mr 
Higgins 
Yrs 3 & 4 
3.15pm-4.15pm 
(External) 

Art Bee 
Yrs 1 – 4 
3.05pm – 4.05pm 
(External) 

Debating Club 
Yrs 3 & 4 
3.05pm-4pm 

 Football and 
Multisports with Mr 
Higgins 
Yrs 1 & 2 
3.15pm-4.15pm 
(External) 

 High 5 Gymnastics 
Years 1 – 4 
Yrs 1 & 2:  3.15 – 4.15pm 
Yrs 3 & 4:  4.15 – 5.15pm 
(External) 

 

   Cooking Club 
Yr4 
3.05pm-4.15pm 

 

 

Information on all the clubs above is usually provided through email.  Please check your emails / the weekly Newsletter 

regularly for any updates regarding new clubs that are being offered to children throughout the year.  
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