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 Newsletter 4  

2nd October 2026 

 

 
Dear Parents and Carers  

At Ferndown First School, we pride ourselves on being a 

welcoming community where diversity is celebrated and 

every child feels they belong. 

Recently, national education reports have highlighted a 

concerning rise in racist incidents and discriminatory 

behaviour in schools across the country. I am saddened to 

share that we have also seen a rise in racist incidents. It is 

clear that some children are coming into school and 

sharing views that they are hearing outside of school and 

from the media.  

There is no room for prejudice within our school 

community.  We have a zero-tolerance approach to 

racism, discrimination, and hate speech of any kind. Every 

reported incident - whether verbal, physical, or online - is 

taken seriously, investigated thoroughly, and dealt with 

through our behaviour and safeguarding policies. 

When incidents occur, we do not just apply sanctions; we 

use a restorative approach to educate children on the 

real-world impact of hurtful language and prejudice. 

We will continue to actively teach equality, tolerance, and 

respect through our curriculum and assemblies. 

I ask that parents have open conversations with your 

child(ren) about kindness, inclusion, and the importance 

of respecting differences. Please monitor what children 

are seeing on media platforms.  

Together, in partnership with our families, we can ensure 

that every child learns in an environment free from any 

form of prejudice.  

Have a good weekend.    

Mr Watts                                                    

Headteacher    

  
                                                               
 

 

Key Dates 

Whole School  

• 5th Oct: Flu Immunisations  

• 16th Oct: School Photographs  

• 21st Oct: Parents’ Evening 

• 11th Dec: Christmas Jumper Day 

• 14th Dec: iRock Parent Concert 2.30pm 

• 16th Dec: St Mary’s Christmas Services  

• 24th Mar: St Mary’s Easter Services 

• 7th Jun: INSET DAY 

• 14th Jul: St Mary’s Summer Services 
 

EYFS:  PE Day - Wednesday 

• 8th Dec: Christmas Sing-along for parents at 
9.15am and 2.30pm 
 

Year 1:  PE Days - Thursday & Friday 

• 7th Oct: Postponed Blashford Trip for half of 
Y1 

• 13th Oct: Geography Walk 

• 1st & 2nd Dec: Trip to Museum of East Dorset 

• 10th Dec: Christmas Sing-along for parents at 
9.15am and 2.30pm 
 

Year 2:  PE Days - Tuesday & Thursday 

• 18th Mar: Music Concert for Parents 

• 19th Mar: Music Concert for Parents 
 

Year 3:  PE Days - Monday & Wednesday 

• 1st July: Fiver Challenge at 2.15pm 
 

Year 4:  PE Days - Tuesday & Friday 

• 26th Nov: Year 4 Show - Barrington Theatre at 
1.30pm        

• 2nd Jul:  Fiver Challenge at 2.15pm 

• 25th Jun: Transfer Day 

• 20th Jul: Leavers’ Assembly  
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School Library 

The children have been enjoying visiting our school library.  Library books should be 

returned each week to enable your child to take home a different book. 

Library days: 

Year 1 – Wednesdays 

Year 2 – Tuesdays 

Year 3 – Thursdays 

Year 4 – Mondays 

 

EYFS will visit the library throughout the week during their explore time. 

If your child’s library book is not returned after two weeks, we will issue a reminder sticker with the name 

of the book, that looks like this: 

 

 

 

 

 

National Poetry Day 

Thursday 1st October marked National Poetry Day and the children enjoyed hearing lots of poems with 

their class throughout the day.  National Poetry Day celebrates the power of poetry, bringing people 

together and encouraging everyone to discover and share the joy of words. 

 

Parents’ Evening - Save the Date!  
 
Our first Parents’ Evening of this academic year takes place on Wednesday 21st 
October.  Both in person and online appointments will be available.  More 
information will be sent out next week about how to book your appointment via 
Arbor. 
 
 

Thank you - EYFS and Year 1 Phonics Workshops 

Thank you to all parents who attended our Phonics Workshops.  They were a great success and we hope 

you found the information helpful.  For those who were unable to attend, the information has been shared 

on Tapestry. 
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 LUNCHTIME AND AFTER-SCHOOL CLUBS TIMETABLE FROM SEPTEMBER 2026 
 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

LUNCHTIMES 

  Book Club 
Yrs 3 & 4 
12.45 
Library 
Mrs Errington 

 Chess Club 
Yrs 2-4 
12.45pm  
Hall 
Mr Watts 

    Choir  
Yrs 3 & 4 
12.45pm  
Music Room 
Mrs Charters 

AFTER SCHOOL 

Ferndown First Sch 
After School Club 
All Years 
3.05pm – 6pm 

Ferndown First Sch 
After School Club 
All Years 
3.05pm – 6pm 

Ferndown First Sch 
After School Club 
All Years 
3.05pm – 6pm 

Ferndown First Sch 
After School Club 
All Years 
3.05pm – 6pm 

Ferndown First Sch 
After School Club 
All Years 
3.05pm – 6pm 
 

Wellbeing Club 
Yrs 1-4 
3.05pm-4pm 

Karate  
Yrs 2, 3 & 4 
3.05pm – 4.15pm 
(External) 

Football with Mr 
Higgins 
Yrs 3 & 4 
3.15pm-4.15pm 
(External) 

Art Bee 
Yrs 1 – 4 
3.05pm – 4.05pm 
(External) 

Debating Club 
Yrs 3 & 4 
3.05pm-4pm 

 Football and 
Multisports with Mr 
Higgins 
Yrs 1 & 2 
3.15pm-4.15pm 
(External) 

 High 5 Gymnastics 
Years 1 – 4 
Yrs 1 & 2:  3.15 – 4.15pm 
Yrs 3 & 4:  4.15 – 5.15pm 
(External) 

 

   Cooking Club 
Yr4 
3.05pm-4.15pm 

 

 

Information on all the clubs above is usually provided through email.  Please check your emails / the weekly Newsletter 

regularly for any updates regarding new clubs that are being offered to children throughout the year.  
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